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SPEECH,  &c. 


Mr.  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

1  he  fascination  of  wit  and  good-fellowship  has  already 
once  or  twice  introduced  me  to  your  notice;  and  from 
the  character  of  those  addresses,  I  scarcely  expect  you 
will  really  believe  I  can  so  soon  alter  my  style  from 
the  light  or  flippant  repartee,  to  the  grave  observations 
it  is  my  honour  to  submit  to  your  consideration.  It 
will  be  very  vexatious  if  the  interest  or  importance  of 
the  subject  should  be  lost,  by  reason  of  the  unworthi- 
ness  of  the  speaker;  yet,  my  good  Brothers,  believe 
when  I  require  your  attention  to  the  interests  of  God 
and  my  Country,  no  one  is  more  powerfully  impressed 
with  the  dignity  and  solemnity  of  the  discussion  than 
the  humble  advocate  of  both,  who  in  his  place  as  an 
Orangeman  presumes  on  this  delightful  occasion  to 
address  you.  Our  opinions  must  necessarily  be  so 
much  alike  on  all  matters  connected  with  the  Church 
and  State,  that  it  were  presumption  to  expect  any 
new  feeling  will  be  awakened  or  any  principle  origi- 
nate with  these  remarks:  yet,  as  face  answereth  to 
face  in  a  glass,  or  echo,  though  it  be  but  echo,  affords 
us  pleasure  by  association,  so  similarly  arises  the  sort 
of  satisfaction  we  are  all  sensible  of  whilst  hearing 
our  individual  sentiments  emanating  from  another 
person's  breast.  We  are  assembled  to  celebrate  a  great 
and  glorious  event  in  our  history;  one  which  secured 
to  us  the  Protestant  home,  the  perfect  Constitution, 
the  Dynasty  by  which  our  safety  as  citizens,  our  pre- 
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eminence  as  a  nation,  was  secured  to  us.  What  mys- 
tery, what  opprobrium  can  in  fairness  attach  itself  to 
our  Order?  So  perfectly  interwoven  are  the  doctrines 
we  profess  with  the  administration  we  live  under,  that, 
unlike  any  other  society,  the  epithet  of  Factious  can- 
not be  ascribed  to  us.  We  place  ourselves  within  the 
pale  of  Protestantism,  and  this  alone  is  our  peculiarity; 
at  this  altar  we  worship;  and  conscientiously  be- 
ieving  it  imperiously  requires  our  humble  efforts  to 
defend  it,  we  have  phalanxed  ourselves  round  about 
it,  and  glory  in  the  conspicuous  situation  we  fill. 
Annoyance  is  offered  to  none,  our  duties  are  solely 
defensive;  but  when  Popery  would  be  proseliting  our 
sons,  or  bigotry  besetting  our  homes  with  murderous 
wrath,  we  rise  in  the  name  of  God,  and  repel  the 
obtruders. 

Our  King  is  the  object  of  our  veneration,  and  the 
duty  we  profess  by  our  oaths,  we  practise  towards 
him  as  private  members  of  the  community,  as  well  as 
in  our  public-capacity.  The  Constitution,  the  whole 
constitution,  is  our  watch- word;  what  charge  have 
any  but  the  enemies  of  the  existing  order  of  govern- 
ment to  allege  against  us?  Bring  us  to  the  tribunal  of 
common  sense,  prove  us  and  try  us,  and  if  there  be 
any  evil  machination,  any  morbid  sensibility  in  our 
principles,  let  them  be  shewn.  But  then  the  liberals 
tell  us  our  pious  zeal  is  uncalled  for;  we,  forsooth,  cry 
Wolf,  only  to  create  one.  Had  they  heard  the  im- 
portant facts  communicated  here,  the  caldron  and  the 
countless  instruments  of  martyrdom  would  have  re- 
curred to  their  recollection,  and  held  them  in  that 
awe  we  declare  ourselves  to  feel.  Will  our  opponents 
extend  their  credulity  to  the  absurd  extreme  of  some 


open  act  of  violence  in  this  land,  before  they  concede 
to  our  opinion  ?  Does  not  the  record  of  crime  in 
Ireland  and  elsewhere  open  their  intellectual  eyes? 
Then  vain  must  any  other  effort  prove.  If  we  ana- 
lyse (and  if  they  would  do  so)  the  heartless  adamantine 
chain  which  links  the  Catholic  faith  to  its  believers, 
there  would  straightway  appear  a  reason  why,  when 
the  Roman  Catholic  Religion  rears  its  head  in  a  Pro- 
testant community,  we  should,  like  good  soldiers, 
mount  guard,  and  watch  its  insidious  movements: 
for,  the  beauty  of  its  decorations  and  variety  of  its 
glowing  colours,  its  prayers  urged  in  music's  deepest 
solemnity,  as  its  praises  in  Cherub  sounds  may  lure 
with  fairy  witchery  some  thoughtless  soul  into  the 
clutches  of  a  priesthood  whose  intolerant  doctrines 
teach  him  of  necessity  that  we  are  heretics,  and  enti- 
tled but  to  contempt  here,  as  we  are  certain  of  exclu- 
sion from  Heaven  hereafter.  My  appeal  is  rather  to 
your  principles  as  loyal  Britons  and  Protestant  be- 
lievers, than  to  your  feelings ;  or  howTbuld  I  harrow 
up  your  indignation  by  the  detail  of  the  persecuting 
spirit  which  is  incorporated  in  their  creed,  and  roused 
into  action  whenever  the  genial  sun  which  brings 
peace  upon  earth  and  good  will  to  men,  happens  to 
throw  its  benignant  rays  where  this  envenomed  mon- 
ster reposes !  It  appears  innocent  only  to  the  unen- 
quiring  or  unsuspicious;  but  we  know  how  philan- 
thropy, our  faith,  and  the  Book  printed  in  plain 
English,  has  been  received:  nor  is  there  the  remotest 
hope  of  conciliating  this  foe  to  that  liberal  Catholic 
Church  our  forefathers  established  with  a  price  we 
may  in  our  time  be  again  called  on  to  give,  if  we  are 
not  firm  supporters  and  vigilant  guardians  of  this 


jewel  beyond  all  value.  Moreover,  it  forms  an  inte- 
gral part  of  our  Constitution;  our  Monarch  is  sworn 
to  and  by  it;  our  representatives  in  the  great  Houses 
of  Parliament  must  be  Protestants :  then  surely  there 
can  be  no  shame  in  maintaining  enthusiastically  that 
charitable,  pure,  religious  faith,  which,  like  holy  oil, 
runs  down  from  the  kingly  head  to  the  lowest  minister 
of  our  national  laws. 

There  are  many  institutions  mainly  directed  to  this  end. 
The  Christian  Knowledge,  the  Missionary,  the  Protest- 
ant Union,  and  the  Biblie  Soceties :  but  it  is  the  prero- 
gative of  our  Order  to  embrace  the  objects  of  all  these, 
and  to  add  a  more  extensive  usefulness  in  jealously  pre- 
serving our  Constitutional  and  temporal  rights  from  in- 
novation, whenever  or  by  whomsoever  they  may  be  at- 
tacked. We  have  no  secret  beyond  that  which  we 
are  compelled  to  adopt  to  keep  intruders  out  of  our 
meetings.  Every  Protestant  who  yields  ready  obedi- 
ence to  our  constituted  authorities,  who  loves  and 
would  die  for^ne  dear  Island  we  inhabit,  is  to  all 
intents^em*  Orangeman:  in  becoming  one,  in  fact,  he 
only  unites  himself  to  a  friendly  band  who  are  tena- 
cious of  a  powerful  opponent,  and  feel  (as  they  recog- 
nise any  other  want)  the  absolute  necessity  of  pro- 
tecting themselves  from  the  deadly  influence  which 
they  have  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  is  gaining 
fast  upon  the  solid  structure  which  at  present  shelters 
them.  Our  views  are  identified  with  our  Constitu- 
tion. To  elucidate  the  blessings  we  enjoy  under  it,  to 
detect  and  expose  its  enemies  of  every  description,  to 
excite  our  fellow-countrymen,  by  the  correctness  and 
purity  of  our  political  conduct,  to  emulate  us;  in  a 
word,  to  be  nationally  useful,  is  the  climax  of  our  ex- 
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pectations,  and  the  end  of  all  our  patient  endurance, 
zeal,  and  activity.     Who  can  doubt  the  utility  of  so 
rational,  so  patriotic  a  scheme?  Who  not  consider 
it  almost  a  duty,  and  quite  an  honour,  to  share  with 
his  Sovereign  the  noble  title  of  Defender  of  the  Faith. 
An  inquisitive  and  judicious  observer  of  the  policy 
of  ancient  or  modern  Papists,  will  readily  perceive  how 
they  have  in  all  times  studiously  retained  the  history 
of  their  terrene  possessions.     For  what  purpose  do 
Papists  keep  a  record  of  all  the  ecclesiastical  property 
which  at  the  dissolution  of  monasteries  ceased  to  be 
theirs?  Is  it  not  incontrovertibly  true,  that  in  Rome 
a  chart,  registry,  and  record,  is  preserved,  whereby 
even  to  this  day  it  may  easily  be  ascertained  (as  easily 
as  your  title  or  mine  to  our  estates)  what  land  they 
conceive  Protestants  have  wrongfully  deprived  them 
of?  Yes,  the  appalling  truth  is,  that  as  in  their  Capital 
they  do  deposit,   at   stated  periods,  full  particulars 
of  their  lost  demesnes,  so  in  their  hearts  they  antici- 
pate a  period  when  ample  retribution  shal^be  awarded 
them ;  when  their  temporal  and  spiritual  empire  sha.1 
be  re-established :  which  event  they  dare  to  prophesy 
and   speak   on  even  now  with  implicit  confidence; 
sweetening  their  foretaste  with  promises  of  unlimitted 
revenge.  Yet,  Gentlemen,  we  are  told,  even  by  many 
Protestants,  standing  on  this  devoted  ground,   our 
fears  have  no  real  foundation:  but,  unfortunately,  the 
acts  of  the  Papists  harmonize  with  their  belief,  or 
rather  their  desire;   for  all  the  terrific  disturbances  of 
late  are  belchings  of  an  unclean  spirit  within  them. 
Wliat  return  did  Popery  make  for  Protestant  bread  ? 
I  will  tell  you;  a  report  was  current  amongst  the 
wretched  objects  of  our  benevolence  in  Ireland,  that  it 
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was  not  British  charity,  but  the  late  Cardinal  d'York 
who  had  left  them  the  immense  supplies  which  re- 
deemed them  from  the  horrors  of  famine :  and  to  this 
falsehood  (which  was  destined  to  annihilate  the  affection 
natural  gratitude  would  create,  apart  from  any  religious 
feeling)  was  added  several  other  absurd  stories  I  dare  not 
repeat,  because  they  struck  me  as  being  incredible. 
When,  however,  it  is  remembered,  that  notwithstanding 
the  public  nature  of  the  subscription,  vast  numbers  of 
the  ignorant  Irish  speak  only  their  vernacular  tongue, 
which  the  priest  also  speaks,  I  am  not  surprised  at 
hearing  they  attributed  this  timely  assistance  to  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  Cardinal  d'York,  some  saint  or  mass, 
rather  than  to  a  Protestant  community.  I  have  pur- 
posely abstained  from  imagery  of  language,  from 
an  hyperbolical  illustration  of  the  works  of  Popery, 
choosing  that  you  should  (being  first  satisfied  of  the 
facts)  arrive  at  what  conclusion  you  like  on  the  mo- 
tives and  merit  of  their  conduct.  His  Majesty's 
GovernmenjJjjiave  no  doubt  heard  of  this  treacherous 
misrepresemation ;  even  if  they  have  not,  it  is  a  source 
of  great  satisfaction  to  our  Order  to  know,  though  all 
men  be  offended  with  the  opinions  we  entertain,  our 
Sovereign  is  not.  He  has  said  (it  is  reported)  he 
never  will  equalize  the  Papist  and  the  Protestant; 
and  beyond  this,  I  happen  to  know,  that  when  Prince 
of  Wales,  he  accidentally  came  into  a  town  when  the 
colours  of  the  4th  reigment  were  about  to  be  presented 
to  them,  after  their  loss  at  sea;  and  observing  the 
orange  ribbon  at  the  bosom  of  the  colonel,  he  empha- 
tically said,  '  Had  I  anticipated  the  honour  of  pre- 
senting these  colours,  I  would  have  taken  care  to 
have  worn  my  ribbon  also.'  • 


I  believe  there  is  not  a  more  difficult  problem  in 
legislation  than  what  is  called,  The  Catholic  Question; 
and,  such  is  my  love  of  liberty  of  conscience,  that  if 
the  advocates  of  Popish  freedom  had  stood  up  in  any 
other  country  than  this,  I  for  one  should  have  ac- 
quiesced in  their  powerful  arguments.    Here,  however, 
the  evils  meant  to  be  cured  or  repressed  at  the  Revo- 
lution, are  only  in  abeyance,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expression)  and  the  moment  a  relaxation  takes  place 
in  the  laws  affecting  them,  we  shall  animate  or  rekin- 
dle a  spirit  at  once  opposed  to  and  subversive  of  every 
principle  laid  down  and  acted  upon  by  Protestant 
Parliaments.    There  is  no  other  country  which  has 
wrested  itself  from  Popery,  and  consequently  none 
where  their  claims  are  so  great.     They  look  on  our 
Church  as  having  usurped  their  place  and  property, 
and  whenever  they  are  admitted  into  the  power  of 
framing  or  administering  our  national  laws,  rely  on  it, 
they  will  follow  up  their  restored  title  to  objects  of 
greater  magnitude,  with   the  same  energetic  Jesuit 
mastery  which  has  built  up  that  infant  giant,  that 
portentous  poison-tree,  the  already  mighty  Stoney- 
hurst. 

The  further  illustration  of  the  sentiments  of  Orangism 
would  occupy  more  of  your  time  than  I  am  entitled  to, 
and  it  would  indeed  be  a  waste  of  it  were  I  to  attempt 
an  eulogy  upon  an  Institution  so  obviously  excellent, 
by  the  presence  of  this  respectable  assemblege  of  its 
members.  The  violent  discussions,  both  in  and  out 
of  Parliament,  are  ended;  our  Order  has  proved  its 
respectability  and  manliness ;  its  willingness,  nay  more, 
its  desire  to  live  only  in  the  sight  of  the  statute  laws 
of  the  realm.     An  immense  accession  of  members 


resulted  from  the  investigation;  and  whenever  a  repeal 
shall  be  attempted  of  the  existing  laws  respecting 
Roman  Catholics,  their  weight,  their  Protestant  conse- 
quence, will  conspicuously  appear,  to  the  terror  of  all 
evil  doers.  It  is  an  unanswerably  established  fact,  that 
but  for  our  Order  in  Ireland,  misrule,  priestcraft,  in- 
quisition, torture,  bigotry,  ignorance,  and  all  the  other 
miseries  which  this  facinorous  faith  imposes,  would 
have  long  ago  been  experienced.  Those  honourable 
supporters  of  our  Constitution  as  it  is,  have  been 
branded  and  stigmatized;  madness  and  folly  have 
been  imputed  to  its  excellent  Advocate:  he,  however, 
with  St.  Paul,  can  boldly  say,  "  I  am  not  mad,  but 
speak  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness."  In  that 
Ireland  a  system  of  espionage  exists  in  every  Pro- 
testant family,  for  almost  all  their  servants  are  Roman 
Catholics.  You  who  surround  me  in  a  happier  coun- 
try, can  form  no  conception  of  the  blessing  of  sitting 
as  it  were  under  your  own  vine  and  fig-tree.  I 
heartily  solicit  that  those  individuals,  who  doubt  the 
truths  asserted  by  our  Order,  had  to  be  convinced  by 
the  same  ordeal  we  have  experienced;  for  it  is  not 
easy  to  convince  these  happy  Islanders  how  Popery 
insinuates  itself  into  the  very  crevices  of  domestic 
retirement,  and  whets  its  remorseless  fangs  within  the 
lintels  of  social  confidence.  The  recently  violated 
homes,  the  recently  shed  blood  of  Protestants,  the 
relentless  spirit  which  is  still  abroad,  must  excite  the 
sympathy  of  every  good  man. 

"  If  ever  thau  hast  felt  another's  woe, 
If  ever,  when  he  sigh' d,  hast  sigh'd  again; 
If  ever  on  thine  eyelid  stood  the  tear 
That  pity  has  engendered/ drop  one  here." 
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The  constancy  of  our  Order,  under  every  vicissitude, 
has  been  unshaken:  our  appeal  has  been  uniformly 
to  the  laws  of  God  and  our  country.  The  mandate 
of  the  former  has  taught  us  to  forgive  our  enemies, 
persecutors,  and  slanderers ;  to  render  good  for  evil : 
and  this  we  do,  by  the  exercise  of  every  hospitable, 
charitable,  and  humane  attention:  and  to  the  statutes 
of  the  latter  we  refer  all  their  malignity,  threatenings, 
and  murders,  to  be  judged  of  by  a  righteous  and  mer- 
ciful jury  of  their  country.  Gentlemen,  you  have 
deeply  affected  me  by  the  applause  that  has  marked 
your  approbation  of  my  sentiments;  they  are,  I  know, 
common  to  us  all,  and  I  would  they  were  so  to  the 
whole  Nation! 


T.  Benslky,  Printer,  Crane  Court,  Fleet  Street. 
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